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Its drawback is that it sells for nearly $60 and takes at least five hours to read. Dr.
Cohn published an excellent review article in the Annals ofInternalMedicine (August
15, 1988) which essentially summarizes the important points ofthe book in five pages.
The article provides the internist with just as much information as he or she needs, is
cheap, and takes much less time to read. I did, however, enjoy the book and strongly
recommend it to any internist or cardiologist who has extra time and money.
HAL BARRON
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
DERMATOLOGIC SURGERY PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE. Edited by Randall K. Roenigk
and Henry H. Roenigk, Jr. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1989. 1,431 pp. $150.00.
With over 70 contributors and 1,431 pages Dermatologic Surgery Principles and
Practice is an impressive collective effort. As stated in the preface, one of the book's
goals is to help define the field ofdermatologic surgery. This aim in part accounts for
its broad and detailed content. The 69 chapters are divided into nine sections. A brief
introductory section contains detailed information on the proper organization of a
surgical facility, the basic principles governing the operation of commonly used
equipment, and even a history of suturing materials. This introduction is followed by
two sections devoted to procedures all dermatologists should master during their
general training. Most subsequent sections ofthe book contain introductory chapters,
often contributed by pioneers in their respective fields (i.e., Frederic Mohs introduces
Mohs micrographic surgery) and are devoted to advanced and specialized procedures
such as Mohs micrographic surgery, laser-assisted surgery, and cosmetic and recon-
structive techniques. All chapters are supplemented by excellent illustrations and
black-and-white photographs of techniques, characteristic lesions, and results of
surgery good or bad.
The approach of the many contributors to the material varies. Some chapters
include step-by-step instructions for a given procedure, while other chapters are more
conceptually oriented. In addition, within a given section, there is generally some
overlap ofmaterial from chapter to chapter, probably because not all chapters within a
section are written by the same author. The book also contains a fair amount of
material that is probably beyond the scope ofall but the most advanced dermatologic
surgeons, with chapters describing facelift procedures and tissueexpansion in head and
neck reconstruction. These chapters are authored by plastic surgeons and otorhinola-
ryngologists.
While one cannot hope to learn surgical procedures without observing and perform-
ing them under supervision, this well-written, well-illustrated text is an excellent place
to start. It is probably best suited to students and residents interested in dermatologic
procedures or to those contemplating a career in dermatologic surgery.
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